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a househunter

Worth every penny: Rebecca Rollin used buying agent Jo Eccles, below inset, to secure her the “perfect” one-bedroom flat in London, saying it saved her time and money

when there was a property that was
right for me I would be the first person
to see it. When she found the property
I ended up buying, she phoned me and
said, ‘You have to come now!’

“I got there and made an offer at the
same time there was a couple on the
Tube on their way to put a deposit
down. I would never have got it
without Jo.”

Jo says: “People with smaller bud-
gets are always pleasantly surprised
that we can help them and that we
won’t laugh them out of the door
when they tell us how much they

want to spend. With a drastic
shortage in properties at the moment
it’s a really competitive market.
Buyers need that competitive edge
and so they are looking to us to
provide that.”

RACY KELLETT, of BDI
Home Finders (01491
629622, bdihomefinders.
co.uk), is another buying
agent who has become
involved in the lower end
of the market. The minimum budget
she’ll work with is £250,000. She

charges a retainer of £1,500 and
1.5 per cent, plus VAT.

She says: “Most people see one or
two properties every Saturday and
get nowhere. With us, on the first day
we’ll show between eight and 14 and
will often see the property for them
on that first day.”

Tracy says buyers can no longer
expect to pay less than the asking
price, which some of her clients find
hard to accept.

“You can’t afford to hang about hop-
ing you’ll get some sort of discount
which you want on principle,” she

says. “You have to accept that you will
pay the full asking price, even if it
goes against the grain.”

Jo agrees. “At the moment the ask-
ing price is the starting price,” she
says. “Lots of properties are going for
way over the asking price, too.

“Where we add value is by making
sure we get the client in to see the
property straightaway, so it’s taken
off the market as soon as possible.

“This means you avoid the situation
where the price is driven up by
having other buyers bidding
against you.”

Property
Zon

3 TO BUY &
3 TO LET

ZONE 1 Large studio flat with fully fitted
kitchen and separate bathroom. Nearest
Tube station is Victoria. foxtons.co.uk

ZONE 3 Two-bed mezzanine flat with
two bathrooms. Dollis Hill station is a
15-minute walk away. winkworth.co.uk

ZONE 5 Two-bed flat near Norbiton rail
station. Large living room, balcony, master
bedroom with ensuite. foxtons.co.uk

TO RENT FOR £275 a week

ZONE 1 One-
bed flat in Soho
with a newly
fitted kitchen.
Two minutes’
walk from
Piccadilly
Circus.
greaterlondon
properties.

ZONE 3 Two-bed flat with a private
garden, 10 minutes’ walk from Streatham
Hill station. atkinsonmcleod.com

ZONE 5 Two-bed split-level flat within a
converted period property with parking.
Nearest station: Chislehurst. kfh.co.uk

Annie Mac

DJ ANNIE MAC, 28, has two
shows on Radio 1: Annie
Mac’s Mash Up, on

Fridays at 10pm, and her
Ultimate Guide, on
Sundays at 9pm.

Originally from Dublin,

she now lives on

Battersea High Street.

crossing their paths are little
rude boys on bikes — I love
it. I'm an avid fan of the
Saturday market, where I
wake to the calls of the
stallholders. I often eat
out locally and one of
my favourites is Le
Quecumber, a Thirties
French-themed jazz pub.
Battersea Park is lovely, but
my favourite part about living
here is being near the river.
And the Battersea stretch of
the river is so interesting.
There’s a tiny church, St
Mary’s, with its own little
churchyard, and next to it is a
big glass-fronted building.
The contradiction in
architecture is fascinating.
Dublin is near the sea, so that
could be why I love the river.”
@ Annie Mac was talking
to Julie Cross

“I've lived all over London:
Forest Gate, Holloway,
Southwark and Brixton.
Battersea is definitely the
most upmarket. I live in a
split-level flat above a
shop. The area has a
great feel to it and

it’s fascinating to

watch the social
dichotomy. There’s a
private school

nearby, so there are
plenty of yummy
mummies on the

school run, and

Two-bedroom Victorian conversion
flat on a tree-lined street close to
Wandsworth Common.

£435,000, Savills Wandsworth
(020 8877 1222)

Ground-floor, two-bed maisonette
with a living room that opens directly
onto communal gardens. Close to
Wandsworth Town. £395,000,

John D Wood (020 8871 3033)

Two-bedroom, two-bathroom fifth-
floor flat with 24-hour porter,
balcony and underground parking.
The master bedroom has an ensuite.
£350,000, Foxtons (020 8355 1000)




