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EXTEND YOUR LIVING SPACE WITH A GARDEN YOU CAN USE ALL YEAR ROUND

Hot trend: installing
an outside fireplace
means you can have

an outdoor room
throughout the year
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www.west3londonapartments.co.uk

Original Style in a Historic Setting
020 8811 2336
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The great
indoors

BY JESSIE HEWITSON

Continued on Page 20 �

SO IT snowed a little over Easter — okay, a
lot — and yes, the weather can change
from sun to hail in a nanosecond, but all
this doesn’t mean you can’t spend more

time outdoors. In fact, blurring the boundary
between home and garden is a growing trend.

Outside sitting rooms — rooms technically in

the garden but decorated with indoor furniture
and materials — are now becoming increas-
ingly common. And to save us from shivering to
death, gas heaters and even fireplaces are being

installed in our gardens to make them a much
more comfortable option.

Patios are being raised to the same level as liv-
ing rooms, meaning you can glide from outdoors
to indoors without stepping up or down, and are
increasingly being painted the same colour as
the living room, or designed with the same

flooring. Folding doors are another popular
design trend — when folded open they almost
disappear, blending the boundaries between liv-
ing room and garden.

Jo Eccles, property search agent and director 

The great
indoors



of Sourcing Property, has found that
her clients are increasingly asking for
homes that feature an indoor/outdoor
room. 

“Space in London is so expensive
that if you can get a property with an
outdoor sitting area then it’s like hav-
ing an additional room,” she says.
“People also entertain more now and
these types of gardens are perfect for
this. They are great for busy London-
ers too, as they are very low mainte-
nance and with gardens in the capital
generally being small, a cosy seating
area works brilliantly. It’s also a great
investment and will attract more buy-
ers when you go to sell it.

“More and more people are asking
for outside space and it really helps
properties sell quicker. 

“I had one client who, with my help,
bought a flat in South Kensington. I
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● IT SEEMS one bank is lending
more — the Bank Of Mum And
Dad. A total of 5.5m parents have
given £116bn to help their offspring
onto the property ladder, with
another 10m preparing to give
their children £223bn, according to
independent financial adviser
Heartwood Wealth Management. It
says one in three parents plan to
give each of their children an
average of £22,401 to help them
buy a home. 
●TWO offspring who don’t need
the help of their elders are Big
Brother twins Sam and Amanda
Marchant, right.
They’ve just
bought a two-
bedroom flat with a
wooden deck for
£545,000 in
Kensal Rise,
which is getting
more fashionable
by the day. 
●AN EXHIBITION
looking at the
relationship
between fashion
and architecture
arrives in London
tomorrow. Skin +
Bones: Parallel
Practices In Fashion
And Architecture is at
Somerset House and
focuses on the past
25 years. Entry is £8.
Call 020 7845 4600
for details. 

Market
moves ...

Property&Interiors

We turned our
home inside out 
� Continued from Page 19

At the heart of Battersea’s proposed
regeneration area sits Viridian, a  stunning
development of 180 contemporary apartments.
Visit the new Marketing Suite & Show Apartment
today & discover modern living at its finest.

• Studio, 1 & 2 bed apartments & penthouses 

• 24 hour concierge 

• Roof gardens & residents’ fitness suite 

• Underground parking & lifts to all floors 

• Moments from the Thames 

• Right opposite the Power Station 

Discover Battersea’s latest sensation.

Any promoted Barratt Homes offer is subject to contract, status, selected plots only, subject to availability and cannot be used in conjunction with any other Barratt Homes offer. Prices and details are correct at time of going to press.  Actual photography shown.
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Prices from £295,000
Marketing Suite & Show Apartment 
75 Battersea Park Road, SW8 4DA
Open daily 10am - 6pm
020 3177 1052 
www.viridian.uk.com
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BLURRING THE BOUNDARIES BETWEEN HOUSE AND GARDEN HAS

then helped him find an interior and
garden designer as he wanted a patio
that looked like it was part of the sit-
ting room. He painted the concrete
walls the same colour as the living
room and used wicker sofas with
cushions to furnish it, and not tradi-
tional garden furniture.

“He even designed it so the barbecue
was tucked away, as it was a giveaway
that the room was outside. I would
guess the new patio increased the
value of his property by 10 per cent”.

Estate agent Carlos Riveros, who
works at Chesterton’s Hyde Park
office, recently had two similar
properties for sale in Hyde Park —
one with large folding doors from the
living room to the garden, and 
one without.

“The property with the concertina
doors sold quickly, and for £3m. The
other property went for £200,000 less 
at £2.8m,” he says. “In our experience,

these features do add desirability and
can add to the price tag.”

Jack Belisario, head of landscape
design at Clifton Nurseries, has also
noticed that many of his clients are
now requesting a design that blends
indoor with outdoor. 

“The flexibility that outdoor sitting
rooms bring is always desirable,” he
says. “We’re seeing more and more
clients using concertina doors, which
effectively removes an entire wall, so
you get added garden space and you
don’t have to recreate the table and
chair set up all over again. Our
designs involve continuous flooring
from the living room to the garden, so
they are on the same level,  creating a
continuous, seamless look.”

IT consultant Richard Chan, 38, and
his girlfriend Isabel Penao spent
£10,000 installing a large folding door
in their basement living room, which
opens on to their decked patio. “We

bought our property in Chiswick in
2006 for just under £400,000,” says
Richard. 

“We decided to double it in size by
adding a basement extension, which
is very open-plan and home to our
kitchen and living room, with the fold-
ing doors leading to a patio.

“The patio then has steps leading up
to the rest of the garden on the ground
floor. It is lit at night and has outdoor
speakers so we can play music out-
side, often when we’ve got friends over
for dinner. We had seen these folding
doors at trade shows and always liked
the look of them and the indoor/out-
door effect. 

“I would say it has definitely added
value to the flat as it means the base-
ment is always flooded in light. With-
out the glass doors, it would have been
a lot darker. We’ve now put our flat on
the market, through Marsh & Parsons
estate agency for £1.2m.”
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